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Friends, 

We're so happy to have you here!  Trails are a major part of our identity.
Whether you're a lifelong resident rediscovering your own backyard or a
first-time visitor, we hope you enjoy the beautiful trails in our community.
Trails are good for your health, our economy, and the environment.

Thank you to everyone who puts hours into building and maintaining the
trails.  And thank you for being part of them!

Lisse Regehr
President and CEO
Thrive Allen County

Welcome to Allen County, the King of Trails!Welcome to Allen County, the King of Trails!
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FORT SCOTT TO PITTSBURG: 39 MILESFORT SCOTT TO PITTSBURG: 39 MILES
IOLA TO FORT SCOTT: 43 MILESIOLA TO FORT SCOTT: 43 MILES
PITTSBURG TO IOLA: 73 MILESPITTSBURG TO IOLA: 73 MILES
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The Prairie Pathways Bike Routes betweenThe Prairie Pathways Bike Routes between
Iola, Fort Scott, and Pittsburg are the firstIola, Fort Scott, and Pittsburg are the first
step in a larger Southeast Kansas activestep in a larger Southeast Kansas active
transportation plan (formerly the ABC plan).transportation plan (formerly the ABC plan).
It seeks to improve access to increaseIt seeks to improve access to increase
physical activity, enhance quality of life, andphysical activity, enhance quality of life, and
encourage economic growth across the ruralencourage economic growth across the rural
region.region.

The Allen, Bourbon, and Crawford countyThe Allen, Bourbon, and Crawford county  
routes primarily run on paved roads, withroutes primarily run on paved roads, with

frequent stops at smaller communities alongfrequent stops at smaller communities along
the way. Signage is installed at turns andthe way. Signage is installed at turns and  
regular intervals to ensure motorists followregular intervals to ensure motorists follow
the 3-foot passing law.the 3-foot passing law.

The routes officially opened in 2022. In theThe routes officially opened in 2022. In the
future, look for more to interconnectfuture, look for more to interconnect
Southeast Kansas communities. You can findSoutheast Kansas communities. You can find
updatesupdates    and information on the designatedand information on the designated
"Prairie Pathways" Facebook page."Prairie Pathways" Facebook page.

Our region isOur region is
beautiful.beautiful.

Think safety first.Think safety first.

GRAVEL - 5 MILESGRAVEL - 5 MILES

https://qrco.de/beUk9l


Piqua BusterPiqua Buster                   24.7 miles24.7 miles
Carlyle CastlesCarlyle Castles                23.7 miles23.7 miles
Electric PikeElectric Pike                    37.8 miles37.8 miles
Big Train BridgesBig Train Bridges      18.4 miles18.4 miles
Tank Farm TourTank Farm Tour            43.4 miles43.4 miles
Vegetarian SafariVegetarian Safari      31.3 miles31.3 miles
                                                                            55.5 miles55.5 milesGraves and C﻿avesGraves and C﻿avesGraves and C﻿avesGraves and C﻿aves

Over the last decade, Kansas has becomeOver the last decade, Kansas has become
famous for cyclists looking to ride gravelfamous for cyclists looking to ride gravel
roads, largely due to Emporia's Unboundroads, largely due to Emporia's Unbound
Gravel event.Gravel event.    There are more than 98,000There are more than 98,000
miles of unpaved roads in the state ofmiles of unpaved roads in the state of
Kansas. While not all unpaved roads areKansas. While not all unpaved roads are
created equal, the vast majority of thesecreated equal, the vast majority of these
roads have a story to tell and can provide aroads have a story to tell and can provide a
potential backdrop for year-round gravelpotential backdrop for year-round gravel
cycling tourism.cycling tourism.

LeLan Dains, of Visit Emporia, hasLeLan Dains, of Visit Emporia, has
spearheaded Gravel Kansas in an effort tospearheaded Gravel Kansas in an effort to

catalogue the best gravel Kansas has to offercatalogue the best gravel Kansas has to offer
and cement Kansas as a premiere graveland cement Kansas as a premiere gravel
cyclo-tourism destination.cyclo-tourism destination.

Allen County proudly is home to 7 routes: 3Allen County proudly is home to 7 routes: 3
centered in Iola, 3 centered in Humboldt andcentered in Iola, 3 centered in Humboldt and
1 shared Iola/Humboldt route. In addition to1 shared Iola/Humboldt route. In addition to
the breathtaking views of Southeast Kansas,the breathtaking views of Southeast Kansas,
each route is inspired by Allen County's richeach route is inspired by Allen County's rich
history.history.

Check out all the best gravel Kansas andCheck out all the best gravel Kansas and
Allen County have to offer!Allen County have to offer!
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IIt offers a uniquet offers a unique
experience for riders ofexperience for riders of
all ages and skill levels.all ages and skill levels.

The Prairie Spirit bike trail is a 52-mile-longThe Prairie Spirit bike trail is a 52-mile-long
state park that runs through the heart ofstate park that runs through the heart of
eastern Kansas.eastern Kansas.  

Built on a former railroad right-of-way, tBuilt on a former railroad right-of-way, thishis
packed limestone trail links the Flint Hillspacked limestone trail links the Flint Hills
Nature Trail in Ottawa to the Southwind RailNature Trail in Ottawa to the Southwind Rail
Trail in Iola. It passes through scenic prairie,Trail in Iola. It passes through scenic prairie,
woodland shade, and a number of historicwoodland shade, and a number of historic
eastern Kansas towns. A popular destinationeastern Kansas towns. A popular destination
for cyclists and hikers alike, it offers scenicfor cyclists and hikers alike, it offers scenic
views of the state's natural beauty.views of the state's natural beauty.

The trail is open every day from dawn toThe trail is open every day from dawn to
dusk. It is free to the public for bicycling anddusk. It is free to the public for bicycling and
walking and is wheelchair accessible. Alongwalking and is wheelchair accessible. Along
the trail, you will find parking, water, andthe trail, you will find parking, water, and
restrooms.restrooms.

Every year, the Prairie Spirit hosts a myriadEvery year, the Prairie Spirit hosts a myriad
of activities including a 100-mile race calledof activities including a 100-mile race called
the Prairie Spirit Ultra. Check out the QRthe Prairie Spirit Ultra. Check out the QR
code in the upper-left corner for morecode in the upper-left corner for more
information about this linear State Park.information about this linear State Park.

52 MILES52 MILES

7 MILES7 MILES
88
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The Southwind Rail Trail (7 mi) traces itsThe Southwind Rail Trail (7 mi) traces its
origins back to the early 1900s when it was aorigins back to the early 1900s when it was a
bustling railway corridor. As the railroads'bustling railway corridor. As the railroads'
significance waned over the years, it wassignificance waned over the years, it was
transformed into a multi-purpose trail,transformed into a multi-purpose trail,
creating a seamless connection between thecreating a seamless connection between the
charming towns of Iola and Humboldt.charming towns of Iola and Humboldt.
The trail's well-maintained pathway andThe trail's well-maintained pathway and
gentle inclines make it accessible to peoplegentle inclines make it accessible to people
of all ages and fitness levels.of all ages and fitness levels.

The Southwind Rail Trail offers an escapeThe Southwind Rail Trail offers an escape
from the daily grind and an opportunity tofrom the daily grind and an opportunity to
connect with fellow adventurers on aconnect with fellow adventurers on a
memorable journey through Southeastmemorable journey through Southeast
Kansas.Kansas.
You may even find a local bike group headingYou may even find a local bike group heading  
to the Iola Dairy Queen on Tuesday eveningsto the Iola Dairy Queen on Tuesday evenings
throughout the summer. Whatever youthroughout the summer. Whatever you
discover, you're sure to have fun on this raildiscover, you're sure to have fun on this rail
trail!trail!

"Kansas is a million"Kansas is a million
pockets of beauty.pockets of beauty.    YouYou

just have to go findjust have to go find
them."them."    -Pat Haire-Pat Haire

S O U T H W I N DS O U T H W I N D
I O L A  -  H U M B O L D TI O L A  -  H U M B O L D T
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L E H I G H  P O R T L A N DL E H I G H  P O R T L A N D
S T A T E  P A R KS T A T E  P A R K

There is something for everyone at Lehigh.There is something for everyone at Lehigh.
The nearly 360 acres sit in a prime location,The nearly 360 acres sit in a prime location,
just minutes from downtown Iola. Hikers,just minutes from downtown Iola. Hikers,
biker, history buffs, and all manner of naturebiker, history buffs, and all manner of nature
lovers enjoy the great outdoors here!lovers enjoy the great outdoors here!

The trails consist of approximately 2.5 milesThe trails consist of approximately 2.5 miles
of wide gravel trails and 12 miles of natural-of wide gravel trails and 12 miles of natural-
surface trails that traverse a myriad ofsurface trails that traverse a myriad of
ecosystems unique to Southeast Kansas. Theecosystems unique to Southeast Kansas. The
trails feed directly into the Southwind Railtrails feed directly into the Southwind Rail
Trail/Prairie Spirit Trail, further making LehighTrail/Prairie Spirit Trail, further making Lehigh
an accessible destination that connects toan accessible destination that connects to
over 150 miles of other Kansas trails. Iola is aover 150 miles of other Kansas trails. Iola is a
hop, skip, and jump away via the King of Trailshop, skip, and jump away via the King of Trails
Bridge.Bridge.

The main feature of the property is theThe main feature of the property is the
abandoned quarry that has become a 138-abandoned quarry that has become a 138-
acre lake. The lake is surrounded by riparianacre lake. The lake is surrounded by riparian
woodlands along Elm Creek. Glades full ofwoodlands along Elm Creek. Glades full of
native prairie plants give visitors a glimpsenative prairie plants give visitors a glimpse
into what the area looked like one hundredinto what the area looked like one hundred
years ago.years ago. Remnants of early settlers Remnants of early settlers
homesteads can still be seen if you lookhomesteads can still be seen if you look
closely enough.closely enough.

The entire property is a testament to natureThe entire property is a testament to nature
reclaiming the former industrial site. Whilereclaiming the former industrial site. While
changes to the land are certain, Lehighchanges to the land are certain, Lehigh
Portland State Park will continue evolving forPortland State Park will continue evolving for
future generations to enjoy.future generations to enjoy.
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East Trailhead to SouthwindEast Trailhead to Southwind__________ 1.6 miles__________ 1.6 miles
East LoopEast Loop ________________________________ .45 miles ________________________________ .45 miles

Creekside Creekside ______________________________ 1.25 miles______________________________ 1.25 miles
Mt. Lehigh Mt. Lehigh ______________________________1.15 miles______________________________1.15 miles
Devils Cross Devils Cross _____________________________ .52 miles_____________________________ .52 miles
Mountain GoatsMountain Goats__________________________ .5 miles__________________________ .5 miles
Cave Parking to John Brown's Cave Cave Parking to John Brown's Cave __.18 miles__.18 miles

Kansas’ 28th State ParkKansas’ 28th State Park

GRAVEL TRAILGRAVEL TRAIL SINGLETRACK/NATURAL SURFACESINGLETRACK/NATURAL SURFACE

J O H N  B R O W N ’ S  C A V EJ O H N  B R O W N ’ S  C A V E

1111



      Goats Glade

        Mountain Goats

1300th Street

Bassett

Murals

Lake Bassola

King of Trails Bridge

Montana Road

Western Trailhead

Portland Street

East Irwin Street

Lakeside West

Elm Creek

Goat 
Creek

East Rock Street

West Spur

Humpty
Dumpty

Creekside

Lake Lehigh

Midside

So
ut

h 
St

at
e 

St
re

et

So
ut

h 
W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
St

re
et

So
ut

h 
St

re
et

P

P

P

Backbone

Elm Creek Disk Golf Course

1212



Shelter

East 
Loop

169

16
00

th
St

re
et

16
00

th
St

re
et

So
ut

h 
Ke

nt
uc

ky
 S

tre
et

So
ut

h 
Oh

io
 S

tre
et

16
50

th
 S

tre
et

17
00

th
 S

tre
et

Rock Street

Mt. Lehigh

Vine Street

Nevada Street

Foundations
Trail

East Trailhead

Lehigh Prairie

Stonewall
Glade

South Loop

Meandering
Glade

Rubble Ridge

Devils Cross
Nebraska Road

Cave Trail South

John Brown’s Cave

Cave Trail North

Hi
gh

w
ay

 1
69

N

500 ft.

P P

P

LEGEND
Gravel Trail
Singletrack/Natural Surface
Southwind Trail 
Bike Route
Prairie Pathways Route

1313

https://lehightrails.com/map/


Prairie Areas Overlooks 

G O A T S  G L A D EG O A T S  G L A D E

S T O N E W A L L  G L A D ES T O N E W A L L  G L A D E

L E H I G H  P R A I R I EL E H I G H  P R A I R I E

E L M  C R E E K  O V E R L O O KE L M  C R E E K  O V E R L O O K

W E S T  L A K E  O V E R L O O KW E S T  L A K E  O V E R L O O K

E A S T L A K E  O V E R L O O KE A S T L A K E  O V E R L O O K

1414

P O I N T S  O F  I N T E R E S TP O I N T S  O F  I N T E R E S T

https://qrco.de/beUhKE


Art on the Trail
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T O M  F L Y N N ’ S  L I G H T N I N G  B U G ST O M  F L Y N N ’ S  L I G H T N I N G  B U G S

Other Features

S T E P H E N  G I L P I N ’ S  M U R A LS T E P H E N  G I L P I N ’ S  M U R A L

I R - T A  I C O N S ’  M U R A LI R - T A  I C O N S ’  M U R A L

H E G W A L D  B R I D G EH E G W A L D  B R I D G E

B O Y  S C O U T  S H E L T E R *B O Y  S C O U T  S H E L T E R *

J O H N  B R O W N ’ S  C A V E *J O H N  B R O W N ’ S  C A V E *

* P H O T O S  C O U R T E S Y  O F* P H O T O S  C O U R T E S Y  O F

P O I N T S  O F  I N T E R E S TP O I N T S  O F  I N T E R E S T
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between 1899 and the 1970s. While the cavebetween 1899 and the 1970s. While the cave
does not have any historical connection todoes not have any historical connection to
John Brown (the famous abolitionist), theJohn Brown (the famous abolitionist), the
local papers do mention some bootleggerlocal papers do mention some bootlegger
activity during the prohibition.activity during the prohibition.

Today, the Lehigh Portland Trails stand as aToday, the Lehigh Portland Trails stand as a
remarkable testament to Iola’s history. Theremarkable testament to Iola’s history. The
transformed remnants of the cement quarrytransformed remnants of the cement quarry
and surrounding area are a rare gem, creatingand surrounding area are a rare gem, creating
a unique community treasure out of thea unique community treasure out of the
rubble of the county's industrial history.rubble of the county's industrial history.
Volunteers from Thrive Allen County ignitedVolunteers from Thrive Allen County ignited
this transformation in June 2014, obtaining athis transformation in June 2014, obtaining a
grant from the Kansas Health Foundation togrant from the Kansas Health Foundation to
breathe new life into the land owned by Iolabreathe new life into the land owned by Iola
Industries Inc.Industries Inc.

This area was once home to one of NorthThis area was once home to one of North
America's largest cement plants. By the earlyAmerica's largest cement plants. By the early
1900s, the Iola Portland Cement Company1900s, the Iola Portland Cement Company
had transformed Mississippian limestonehad transformed Mississippian limestone
into top-quality cement. In 1917, the Lehighinto top-quality cement. In 1917, the Lehigh
Portland Cement Company took over,Portland Cement Company took over,  
making it the largest employer in Allenmaking it the largest employer in Allen
County and becoming the driving force forCounty and becoming the driving force for
regional industry. Weathering economicregional industry. Weathering economic
challenges, it eventually closed in 1971. Overchallenges, it eventually closed in 1971. Over
time, nature reclaimed the land with treestime, nature reclaimed the land with trees
covering the 300-acre space and water fillingcovering the 300-acre space and water filling
the quarry.the quarry.  

John Brown's Cave has historically been aJohn Brown's Cave has historically been a
popular picnic spot, with many mentions ofpopular picnic spot, with many mentions of
Sunday school and scout group outingsSunday school and scout group outings

PASTPAST

19001900

19601960

19001900
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Lehigh Portland’s recent designation as aLehigh Portland’s recent designation as a
State Park means this land will be accessibleState Park means this land will be accessible
for generations to come, opening the door tofor generations to come, opening the door to
all kinds of recreational and educationalall kinds of recreational and educational
opportunities.opportunities.

The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks’The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks’
plans for the future include a state-of-the-artplans for the future include a state-of-the-art
visitor center, outdoor amphitheatre,visitor center, outdoor amphitheatre,
floating cabins, swimming beach, and more!floating cabins, swimming beach, and more!  
These plans also include sites for RV andThese plans also include sites for RV and
primitive camping.primitive camping.    Fishermen, cyclists, andFishermen, cyclists, and
nature-lovers of all kinds will enjoy whatnature-lovers of all kinds will enjoy what
Lehigh Portland State Park has to offer.Lehigh Portland State Park has to offer.

There’s no telling what the future may hold,There’s no telling what the future may hold,
but there’s one thing we can be certain of:but there’s one thing we can be certain of:
this former quarry’s best days are yet tothis former quarry’s best days are yet to
come.come.

FUTUREFUTURE

PRESENTPRESENT
Volunteers play an indispensable role in theVolunteers play an indispensable role in the
success and maintenance of Lehigh Portlandsuccess and maintenance of Lehigh Portland
Trails. Their dedication and hard work areTrails. Their dedication and hard work are
essential to preserving and enhancing thisessential to preserving and enhancing this
recreational gem. These passionaterecreational gem. These passionate
individuals contribute their time and effort inindividuals contribute their time and effort in
various ways, from trail development andvarious ways, from trail development and
upkeep to guiding visitors and promotingupkeep to guiding visitors and promoting
environmental stewardship.environmental stewardship.  

Without the commitment of theseWithout the commitment of these
volunteers, this network of trails would bevolunteers, this network of trails would be
challenging to sustain. Their collectivechallenging to sustain. Their collective
efforts help ensure that the Lehigh Portlandefforts help ensure that the Lehigh Portland
Trails remain a valuable community resource.Trails remain a valuable community resource.
If you’re interested in volunteering, pleaseIf you’re interested in volunteering, please
contact the Thrive office at 620-365-8128.contact the Thrive office at 620-365-8128.
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I O L AI O L A
Iola is home to the largest downtown squareIola is home to the largest downtown square
in the country. It is surrounded by vibrantin the country. It is surrounded by vibrant
storefronts that offer a taste of localstorefronts that offer a taste of local
favorites ranging from antique stores andfavorites ranging from antique stores and
historical attractions to homemade breadhistorical attractions to homemade bread
and pastries. Several second-story lofts haveand pastries. Several second-story lofts have
been transformed into overnightbeen transformed into overnight
accommodations, putting these amenities allaccommodations, putting these amenities all
within walking distance for visitors.within walking distance for visitors.  

You won’t want to miss the festivities thatYou won’t want to miss the festivities that
take place annually including the Allentake place annually including the Allen
County Fair, the Smokin’ Hot Cars BBQ Cook-County Fair, the Smokin’ Hot Cars BBQ Cook-
Off, and Farm City Days. The Bowlus FineOff, and Farm City Days. The Bowlus Fine
Arts Center hosts concerts, plays, and otherArts Center hosts concerts, plays, and other
community events year-round.community events year-round.

From late spring to early fall, the downtownFrom late spring to early fall, the downtown
square features the Allen County Farmers’square features the Allen County Farmers’
Market.Market.    Shop the local vendors (sellingShop the local vendors (selling
everything from baked goods to fresheverything from baked goods to fresh
produce) and listen to live music on Thursdayproduce) and listen to live music on Thursday
nights during the summer from one of thenights during the summer from one of the
oldest continually performing city bands inoldest continually performing city bands in
the country.the country.

Of course, there are plenty of recreationalOf course, there are plenty of recreational
activities as well including a public pool andactivities as well including a public pool and
disk golf course.disk golf course.    Lehigh Portland State ParkLehigh Portland State Park
can be accessed by crossing the King of Trailscan be accessed by crossing the King of Trails
pedestrian bridge heading south onpedestrian bridge heading south on
Washington Avenue through the Elm CreekWashington Avenue through the Elm Creek
Disc Golf Course.Disc Golf Course.

For more information, scan the QR code.For more information, scan the QR code.

K I N G  O F  T R A I L S  B R I D G EK I N G  O F  T R A I L S  B R I D G E

2020
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H U M B O L D TH U M B O L D T
Humboldt, founded in 1857, has a deep-Humboldt, founded in 1857, has a deep-
rooted history that is evident in its well-rooted history that is evident in its well-
preserved architecture and historic sites.preserved architecture and historic sites.
Begin your journey through time with a visitBegin your journey through time with a visit
to the downtown area, where you'll findto the downtown area, where you'll find
beautifully restored buildings along Bridgebeautifully restored buildings along Bridge
street that harken back to the town's earlystreet that harken back to the town's early
days. The historic downtown offers an arraydays. The historic downtown offers an array
of quaint shops, local boutiques, andof quaint shops, local boutiques, and
charming cafes where you can savor a cup ofcharming cafes where you can savor a cup of
coffee while soaking in the town's ambiance.coffee while soaking in the town's ambiance.

From the Neosho River Park on the west sideFrom the Neosho River Park on the west side
to the Southwind Rail Trail on the east,to the Southwind Rail Trail on the east,
Humboldt offers a variety of outdoorHumboldt offers a variety of outdoor
activities for nature enthusiasts.activities for nature enthusiasts.

Conveniently placed next to the SouthwindConveniently placed next to the Southwind
Trailhead, you’ll find Base Camp Humboldt:Trailhead, you’ll find Base Camp Humboldt:    aa
modern take on camping with access tomodern take on camping with access to
kayaks, fire pits, a bike challenge course, andkayaks, fire pits, a bike challenge course, and
more.more.  

Camp Hunter is located in the southwestCamp Hunter is located in the southwest
corner of town. In addition to playgroundcorner of town. In addition to playground
equipment and picnic shelters, it also hasequipment and picnic shelters, it also has
amenities for camping. Beautiful treeamenities for camping. Beautiful tree
coverings offer shady places to park your RV.coverings offer shady places to park your RV.
Camp Hunter has 17 electrical hookups, aCamp Hunter has 17 electrical hookups, a
shower house, and free Wi-Fi.shower house, and free Wi-Fi.  

Visit the QR code to discover even moreVisit the QR code to discover even more
attractions!attractions!

N E O S H O  R I V E R  P A R KN E O S H O  R I V E R  P A R K

B R I D G E  S T R E E TB R I D G E  S T R E E T
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Carlyle is a small community
located along the Prairie Spirit
Trail. It has a trailhead that
includes restrooms and parking.

Mildred is the home of The
Mildred Store,  a unique treasure
that serves as a grocery store,
music venue, and party spread
provider with an RV park and
cabin rentals as well.

G R E A T E R  A L L E NG R E A T E R  A L L E N
C O U N T YC O U N T Y

Moran

Mildred

Elsmore

Carlyle

Elsmore is the closest community
in Allen County to the Bourbon
State Fishing Lake which has
camping facilities and waterfalls.

The Marmaton Market in Moran is
a perfect stop if you are on the
Prairie Pathways bike route from
Iola to Fort Scott. It is also the
location of one of the Thrive Allen
County Public Bike Shares.
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Savonburg City Park 

W A L K I N G  T R A I L SW A L K I N G  T R A I L S

La Harpe City Park 

Fees Park 

AC Regional Hospital 

Iola Elementary School 

ACC

This is a half-mile walking trail around the
Allen County Regional Hospital in Iola, KS. It is
gravel and limestone screenings with a gazebo
and healing garden.

The Walter and Helen Fees Memorial Park in
Gas, KS is about a quarter-mile long rubber
track that winds around a large play area.

The La Harpe City Park Trail was built by
volunteers in 2018. The surface is limestone
screenings.  The trail winds around the park
and zipline course, for a total of about a third
of a mile.

The Allen Community College Trail in Iola, KS  
meanders around Allen Community College
athletic fields. The gravel trail is about 1 mile
in length.

The Elementary School walking trail (also
known as the “Missouri Pacific Recreational
Trail”) was built by the city of Iola to provide a
safe route to school for many students. It
starts at the Prairie Spirit trail and goes all the
way to the new elementary school.

The Savonburg City Park trail starts near the
library and leads to a gravel trail that follows
the perimeter of a playground. It is about a
quarter of a mile.
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